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Between the 6™ and 3™ BCE most creative philosophies began to
emerge in the various parts of the world. The well known Greek
thinkers like Socrates and Plato, the Chinese thinker Confucius and
from Indian soil the Buddha. The impact of the role played by
Socrates, Confucius and the Buddha differed from one another.
Notwithstanding differences of the socio-cultural systems of these
centers- India, China, and Greece- there was a certain similarity in
the way in which these thinkers elevated human thoughts to a

particular level of depth and refinement.

By the time of the Buddha, the Indian society was facing a major
crisis. For example four-fold Verna system had got stabilized in the
Indian social order. As a challenge to the mainstream philosophies of
his time, the Buddha taught social freedom, economic freedom,
intellectual freedom, liberty, equality and fraternity. He promoted
democracy and equality not only between man and man but between
men and women as well. Buddhism offers the principles of a new
equal social order for modern Indian society; which can supplement

the democratic structure of India polity.

This course aims to provide a fundamental understanding of Buddhist
philosophic concepts and their role in social transformation. It also
tries to look at the relationship among basic philosophical concepts
like Self, Ethics, Justice, Democracy, and Culture, in the framework
of Buddhist Philosophy.
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Evaluation Scheme

40% Internal Assessment (Witten Test & Class Presentation)

60 % End-Sem Exam (Written Exam)




